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 .. I never knew that your life had begun in my living room, till it seemed to me as if your time had come. We were ready, you
and I, we who had spent so many years speaking to one another through your little eyes. I thought of a word that felt right. "We
are returning."... The truck, now loaded with debris, crashes over, and you, who is now four years old, look up at me and say, "I
can see you." Only the wet sounds of three wipers brushing over glass could be heard. A voice cut through the noise, sharp and
clear. "Turn right."... You are in the first classroom of your new school. You see the globe of the world and you say, "We will

learn it all." The letter dropped from the kitchen counter. I stared at the crumpled note in my hand. I couldn't feel anything, not
even disgust, I was cold. I got up from my seat and went into the kitchen and crumpled up the note and threw it in the garbage

can. I wondered what the hell was going on. Had he really come to take me back to Iraq? The ringing of my cellphone jolted me
out of my thoughts. "I've got to go," I told my mom. "Are you okay?" "Yeah, I'm fine. But I've got to go." She understood. She
put the phone down. * * * An hour later, I walked down the front steps to the street. People laughed and shouted as they passed
me. They had probably heard about the press conference, which made me wonder how long it would be before the next one. It
was June. War was raging in Iraq. My country was in shambles, and I still had no idea what I was supposed to do. I passed my

black car parked in front of the house and got in. I drove slowly down the street and sat in the parking lot of the Sheraton Hotel.
I could see the skyline of downtown Seattle off in the distance. Some of the shops on the street were closed because of the riots,
but there were more than a dozen people in the lobby. They looked tired and exhausted and hungry. As I looked at them, I saw a

young black man in handcuffs being escorted by two police officers toward a waiting car. They got into the car and a female
officer came over to me. She 82157476af
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